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with an Edinburgh club) in Scotland, and under a super-
annuated law of Scotland, which had arisen out of anothei
condition of things, and was never meant for our times ; it
was a mere accident that such a law should be unrepealed ;
and a verdict was obtained against him that the rest of the
empire could not have countenanced. This was a case beyond
any other to merit a pardon, even in the opinion of those who
thought Mr. Gerald a turbulent democrat, since undoubtedly
the verdict was in some measure obtained surreptitiously.
Conduct that, on one side the Border, was then punish-
able with transportation, on the other was confessedly, at the
very utmost, a misdemeanour. Under these circumstances, to
have enforced the sentence, and to have thrown a man of
genius and a scholar into the society of ruffians, and the
very refuse of jails, was doubtless an unjustifiable harshness.
Warmth, therefore, and earnestness might be expected from
Dr. Parr, in behalf of his unhappy friend. But nothing
short of childish defect in self-government could have allowed
Dr. Parr to insult the very person to whom he looked for
a mitigation of the sentence. Yet this he did. Writing to
Mr. Windham, as Home Secretarjr, for the exertion of his
influence with Mr. Pitt, he told him with a bullying air
that Mr. Gerald was as able a man as Mr. Pitt, and a great
deal more learned. What followed ? Mr Windham had
been acquainted with the doctor, and was the very man to
have felt for the peculiar hardship of Mr. (Braid's case. But
of an application in this spirit he could not allow himself to
take any official notice. A formal answer was returned ; and
Mr. Gerald's sentence was permitted to take its course. Wa^
Windham right ? I think not. The merits of Gerald's
position should not have suffered from the intemperance of
his advocate. Did Wmdham's error tend to neutralise that
of Parr 1 Not at all. Parr's political enthusiasm had then
risen to the height of fanaticism, \\lnch set at nought all
ordinary discretion.

However, the truth must be told ; the first anti-Gallican
war, though supported (as I shall always maintain) by the
elite of British society, by the property and education of the
]and, did not unite all hearts m its cause. There was still
room left for honest recusants ; though it is undoubtedly